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Wednesday, November 19, 2025 

Yellow Medicine River Watershed District 
122 North Jefferson Street, P.O. Box 267, Minneota MN 56264-0267 

Phone: 507-872-6720 www.ymrwd.org admin@ymrwd.com 
 

Regular Monthly Board Meeting Minutes 
Nov. 19, 2025, Wednesday 08:00 a.m. 

 
 

Staff Present: Michelle Overholser 
Board Members Present: Bill Briggs, Darwyn Bach, Tim Buysse, Randy Kamrath 
Others Present: Gary Laleman, Tom Andries. 

1. Call to Order 
1.1. Set Agenda Buysse moved to approve the agenda. Bach seconded. Motion passed 

unanimously. 
1.2. Oct. Regular Meeting Minutes Buysse moved to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes. 

Kamath seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 
1.3. Treasurer Report Bach moved to approve the Treasurer Report. Kamrath seconded. Motion 

passed unanimously. 
 

2. Permits to Approve 
2.1. None 

 
3. Public Comments and Reports 

3.1. Public Comments - Tom Andries, Lyon County Commissioner gave a report regarding MPCA 
looking into requiring permitting through them for activities such as drain tile.  

3.2. Technical Reports – Timm is out on paternity leave. 
3.3. Administrative Report – Overholser reported on regular district business. A few permits have 

come in so far in November. She is continuing to work on the YM 1W1P rewrite.  
 

4. Old Business 
4.1 Hauschild Dam – Estimate – Overholser presented an estimate from Sterzinger for removing 

the debris from the intake at the dam. Buysse moved to accept the estimate of $2500 to 
$6500. Bach seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  

 
5. New Business 

5.1. Kris Paluch – Royal 9 – Complaint – A complaint was made to the district that a neighboring 
landowner believes Paluch did not follow what he was permitted for. The complaint is 
regarding permit number 2024-028. Timm went out and took pictures of the project and Paluch 
submitted as-builts for the project. The board reviewed the documents and decided that 
although there was more tile put in then was specified on the permit, the completed project 
maintained the same drainage area and the outlet size installed was the same as what was 
permitted. The board determined that if permit application had been submitted with the as-
built design, it still would have been permitted and that permit plan maps that are submitted 
with an application are viewed as a best estimate and the area being drained is the primary 
factor that needs to be adhered to is the drainage area, and outlet size. Kamrath moved to 
dismiss the complaint and find no permit violation. Bach seconded. Motion passed 
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unanimously. 
5.2. Dusty Linnerman – Royal 20 – Complaint – A complaint was made to the district from a 

downstream landowner of the Linnerman project, permit 2024-019. The complaint is that the 
downstream landowner believes the project did not follow what was permitted. Mr. Linnerman 
submitted the as-builts for the project and the board finds that the as-builts and permit map are 
nearly identical. Bach moved to dismiss the compliant and find that there is no violation. 
Buysse seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 

5.3. Corey Hoffman – Wergeland 14 – Overholser presented an issue in Wergeland township, there 
is a culvert under a road approach that has collapsed and due to this, the natural flow or water 
is being impeded. Kamrath moved to send a letter instructing the landowner to either 
repair/replace the culvert or remove the culver and the crossing so there is no obstruction 
to natural flow. Bach seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 

5.4. MN Watershed Membership renewal and dues – MN watershed dues are $5,000 for 2026. 
Kamrath moved to pay dues and maintain membership. Buysse seconded. Motion passed 
unanimously.  

5.5. Bank Account – Overholser received a notification that the bank will be changing owners. She is 
seeking permission to act for the board in anything that may need to be authorized before the 
next board meeting, or in case a board meeting is canceled. Buysse moved to grant this 
permission. Kamrath seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  

5.6. Rule Changes – FYI – After attending a meeting on a change in buffer enforcement rules, 
Overholser reported to the board that we are going to have to do a rule change. If we are going 
to have to change one rule, the board should keep in mind any other changes they would like to 
see.  

5.7. 2025 Advisory committee meeting – Kamrath moved to hold the annual advisory committee 
meeting on December 17th, 2025. Buysse seconded. Motion passed unanimously. There was 
also a comment from the board that they would like to see this meeting held in August, 
September or October next year.  

5.8. 2027 YM1W1P – BWSR needs the district to officially authorize Overholser to place the request 
for: 

a) Request for extension 
b) Request for funds 

Buysse moved to allow Overholser to make the needed requests. Bach seconded. Motion 
passed unanimously.  

5.9. MN-PFML – The new MN Paid Family and Medical Leave have some decisions the board gets to 
make.  

a) Employer Contribution – The employer can have the employee pay up to 0.44% of the 
new tax amount of either 0.88% or 0.66% (if the small employer conditions are met), 
or the employer can choose to pay a some or all the employee’s portion. The Board is 
proposing to pay the full amount of PFML tax.  

b) Ability to Top Off – The employer can decide if an employee is able to use any 
paid time off, they have earned to supplement their PFML, up to 100% of their 
income. The board is proposing to allow employees to “Top Off”.  

c) Intermittent leave increments after first 480 protected hours – The board is 
proposing to allow employees to take leave in 4-hour increments after the first 
480 protected hours.  

d) Notification procedure – All employees should notify their direct supervisor in the 
case of planning to take the leave. The District Chair may act as the 
Administrator’s direct supervisor for this notification process only.  

e) Receipt of Notice – All employees and board members received and signed the 
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notice of receipt for MN PFML.  
Buysse moved to adopt the above conditions in regard to the MN Paid Family and Medical 
Leave until such a time that a new employee policy is written and put into effect or the Board 
votes to change some or all the above conditions. Bach seconded the motion. Motion passed 
unanimously.  

 
6. YM1W1P WBIF Cost-Share Contracts 24/25 

6.1. None 
 

7. YM1W1P WBIF Cost-Share Payments 24/25 
7.1. Pat Sarazyn – 2024-019 - $5,004.75 
7.2. Tim Jerzak – 2024-036 - $3600  
7.3. Harry Ratajczak – 2024-030 - $29,501.78  
The board reviewed the above invoices. Kamrath moved to approve the payments. Bach 
seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  

Adjourn 

Dates to Note: 
Dec.  Board Meeting Wed. Dec. 17th 8:00 a.m.  
 Annual Meeting  Dec. 3rd to Dec. 5th Arriving Dec. 2nd 
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